Oregon Department of Environmental Quality

Climate Protection Program
m Community Climate Investments

Climate Protection Program

The Climate Protection Program uses a declining limit, or cap, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from fossil
fuels used throughout Oregon. This includes emissions from fossil fuels used in transportation, residential,
commercial, and industrial settings. The program began in 2022 and each year the cap is lowered until
greenhouse gas emissions are reduced 90% percent by 2050.

Each year DEQ distributes compliance instruments to the fuel suppliers regulated by the program. The number
of compliance instruments distributed by DEQ is equal to that year’s cap. A compliance instrument allows a
fuel supplier to emit one ton of greenhouse gas pollution. As the cap declines, DEQ distributes less and less
compliance instruments each year.

Community Climate Investments

In addition to using compliance instruments, fuel suppliers can also choose to use a limited number of
Community Climate Investment (CCI) credits. Fuel suppliers can earn CCI credits by contributing funds to
DEQ-approved CCI entities. The CCI entities then invest those funds in projects that reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in Oregon’s communities.

CCl entities must be 501(c)(3) nonprofits and must demonstrate appropriate administrative processes and
financial controls to hold and spend CCI funds on approved projects. They will go through application,
contracting, and approval of workplans prior to spending any available funds.

DEQ sets the prices for a CCl credit, which rises modestly each year and is adjusted for inflation. The initial

price is $107 in 2021 dollars.
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Environmental Justice and Equity
Community Climate Investment project priorities are:
¢ Reducing greenhouse gas emissions on average at least one ton per CCI credit
e Reducing emissions of other air contaminants, particularly in or near environmental justice communities

¢ Promoting public health, environmental, and economic benefits for environmental justice communities,
helping to mitigate impacts from climate change, air contamination, and energy costs

e Accelerating the transition to clean energy particularly in or near environmental justice communities

For the Climate Protection Program, environmental justice communities are communities of color, communities
experiencing lower incomes, tribal communities, rural communities, coastal communities, communities with
limited infrastructure and other communities traditionally underrepresented in public processes and adversely
harmed by environmental and health hazards, including seniors, youth, and persons with disabilities.

Environmental justice community engagement and representation is crucial for ensuring that Community
Climate Investments are invested as intended and meeting program goals. DEQ, in partnership with the Equity
Advisory Committee, will review and approve workplans for CCl entities.

For more information on Community Climate Investments and the Equity Advisory Committee, please visit the
Climate Protection Program webpage.

Alternative formats

DEQ can provide documents in an alternate format or in a language other than English upon request. Call
DEQ at 800-452-4011 or email deginfo@deg.oregon.gov.

El DEQ puede proporcionar los documentos en un formato alternativo o en un idioma distinto al inglés si asi lo
solicita. Llame al DEQ al 800-452-4011 o envie un correo electronico a deginfo@deg.oregon.gov.

DEQ AILMRIEERIRM RS — B AN X REMNB YT ELUNEGES. FHE
DEQ : 800-452- 4011 552 E F #M4 = : deginfo@deg.oregon.gov.

OOK MoxeT npenocTaBnTb 4OKYMEHTbI B ApYroM oopMaTte Unm Ha ApYyromM s3blke, NOMUMO aHMIMMCKOTO Y
ucnaHckoro, no 3anpocy. NosoHute B 3K no tenedony 800-452-4011 nnu cBAXKUTECH NO 3MNEKTPOHHON
noyte deqginfo@deq.oregon.gov.

Tuy theo yéu cau, co quan DEQ ¢ thé cung cép cac tai liéu & dinh dang thay thé hoac bang ngon ngi nh va
tieng Tay Ban Nha. Lién hé véi DEQ theo s6 800-452-4011 hodc gri email dén deginfo@deq.oregon.gov.
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